
March 10, 2004

Michael Metcalf, Chair

Moraga Planning Commission

350 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga, CA 94556

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Rancho Laguna


Dear Chair Metcalf:

Thank you for giving the City of Lafayette the opportunity to review the draft environmental impact report for the Rancho Laguna project. The Lafayette City Council discussed the matter on March 8th and offers the attached list of comments and concerns for your consideration. In addition to these comments, please review the attached memorandum from the trails subcommittee of the Lafayette Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission.
Lafayette’s fundamental concern with the DEIR is that it fails to analyze the impacts of this project on adjacent communities. Although Rancho Laguna lies within the town limits of Moraga, its impacts on Lafayette will be significant, particularly in the areas of traffic, views, and drainage. The goals and policies in the Moraga General Plan call for the preservation of the Town’s natural setting and environmental resources, including its undeveloped ridgelines, the protection of important viewsheds and the requirement that new development pay its fair share of the costs of mitigating its impacts on the region. The DEIR fails to evaluate the project in light of these goals. The DEIR also ignores two locally-adopted plans when evaluating the project - the Lamorinda Action Plan and the 1998 Available Roadway Capacity Study. 
Please contact our Planning and Building Services Manager Niroop Srivatsa at 925.299.3206 if you should have further questions on this matter. Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

Erling Horn
Mayor

attachments

